CHAPTER XIV

(A.D. 1807-1808)

THE reasons leading to the entry of the British into
Kathiawad were for the most part twofold : firstly those
affecting the interests of the inhabitants of the peninsula;
and secondly those relating to the state of friendship
existing between the British Government and the Gaekwad
of Baroda. We have already seen that a Resident had
been stationed at Baroda and that British troops had
recently acted in conjunction with the Gaekwad's army
in the task of pacifying Gujarat, and putting down rebellion
elsewhere. Consequently it followed that when year by
year the Marathas met with refusals to pay tribute, and
even with active resistance while engaged in collecting
their dues in Kathiawad, some means had to be devised
whereby regular payments should be made and bloodshed
avoided. In addition to this, a number of chiefs which
included Jadej a Sataji, brother of Jam Jasaji of Nawa-
nagar, the Jadeja chief of Morvi, and the Kathis of Chital,
Jetpur and Kundla, had applied to the British for assist-
ance against their more powerful oppressors. In conse-
quence of these considerations, it was arranged and decided
that Colonel Alexander Walker, Resident at Baroda,
should accompany the Maratha army on its expedition
under Babaji Apaji in A.D. 1807 with authority to fix the
amounts of tribute to be paid by each State, and to decide
where British aid should be extended to supplicant chiefs
and to what extent. There were, indeed, further reasons
for taking such action. In A.D. 1803 the Rana of Por-
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